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You may provide the Minutes of the Meeting as they were taken, or you may fill in the relevant sections of the form.
This form can also be used for other business meetings held during the Triennium 2015-2018.  Please send the form within a month after the business meeting.  _____________________________________________________________________
Name of Scientific Committee: i) Occupational and Envrionmental Dermatoses




    ii) Radiation at Work


    Name of Chairpersons: i) Swen Malte JOHN



        ii) Fabriziomaria GOBBA











                Name of Secretaries:   i) Sanja KEZIC




     ii) Leena KORPINEN













Date of Business Meeting:   5 September 2016
Location:  (Country, City, Venue); University of Modena and Emilio Reggio, Modena, Italy
______________________________________________________________________
Participants: (Please add list here)
Fabriziomaria Gobba, SC chair “Radiation”

Swen Malte John, SC chair “OED”

Leena Korpinen, SC secretariat “Radiation”

Sanja Kezic, SC secretary “OED”

Alberto Modenese

José Alfonso

Jan Bakker

Marc Wittlich

Patricia Weinert

Christoph Riethmüller

Benjamin Strehl

Andrea Militello
Discussion Points:  Please provide information on the following Discussion Points if discussed at the meeting and not presented in the minutes you have attached.
1. List scientific conferences, seminars, workshops held prior to this business meeting.  Provide title, date, location, number of attendees, co-sponsors.
2. List scientific conferences, seminars, workshops PLANNED to occur after this business meeting.  Provide title, date, location, co-sponsors.
3. List scientific products completed or underway.  Provide title, authors, type of document, intended audience, collaborators, publication vehicle.
4. Communications: List those used by the SC.  Provide URL if electronic.
5. Identify collaborations with other Scientific Committees and non-ICOH organizations.

6. Value and Impact of the SC:  Please provide your assessment of the success and impact of the SC on global occupational health.  Would you recommend actions to increase the impact? 

7. Other Key Points of Discussion:

WHO InterSun meeting (1 June 2016): Both chairs briefly report. The new “radiation” directive was discussed in Brussels. In Italy it has been approved and entered into force. Yet, there are some problems related to the new directive. With regard to UV skin cancer, data pinpointing to the high UV exposure in risk professions were presented by M Wittlich, Germany. It became very clear how an inter-disciplinary approach is important to not only gather data but to obtain results and raise awareness.
COST Action “StanDerm” training school on Occupational skin cancer: F. Gobba and his institution are hosting this important event. 27 participants from 15 countries are presently attending the highly specialized course with theoretical and practical sessions. SM John again thanks F. Gobba for this opportunity to be in Modena.
Prevention of occupational eye damage by UV: F. Gobba emphasizes that this is a rather neglected problem. In Peru for instance, a researcher randomly measured on a market the use of sunglasses and found that more than half of the persons asked were wearing insufficient filtered sunglasses. It is thus important to develop prevention measures to limit the risk of eye damage, not only of the population in general but also – in particular- for workers in settings exposed to a high reflection (snow, water, white marble …). Cataracts are a big problem in this context. Based on preliminary data, a more in-depth study is currently being developed by his SC “Radiation”.   
Prevention of occupational skin cancer by UV: SM John reports on the JEADV supplement, published in April 2016. It contains the most recent research results in a number of European countries. Input to this publication was inter alia provided by members of the SC “OED”, SC “Radiation and Work”, and of the COST Action “StanDerm”. SM John emphasized that there is an urgent need to provide incentives for notification, because numbers of occupational skin cancer are under-reported, which makes it difficult to convince policy-makers that UVR-inflicted occupational skin cancer is a burden for the health system and the society at large. Both SCs have the common aim that UVR inflicted skin cancer should be recognized as an occupational disease. The existing ILO definition on UV radiation is yet not specific enough. Even where it is recognized as OD there are virtually no notifications. Examples are Italy and Denmark. F. Gobba thus raises the question what kind of incentives could be developed; and emphasizes that information to the workers should be compulsory. He proposes to prepare a joint statement which expresses the need to provide outdoor workers with simple training material. SM John believes that such a statement or position paper could be drafted, circulated for comments and then be presented at the SC meetings in Dublin 2018.  This statement could be added with a set of examples of national public awareness activities. F Gobba proposes to have the material translated into the national languages and that national representatives could be contacted to that end.   
ICOH Congress 2018 in Dublin: Both chairs agree to plan a joint meeting of the SCs in Dublin. It is also proposed to hold a joint special session of 1.5 hrs on “occupational skin cancer”. See Annex 2. This proposal has to be submitted latest by 1 October 2016 to Marilyn Fingerhut. Each SC will then separately submit further proposals for their SC special sessions.   It was in addition discussed to strive for a (semi-)plenary on skin cancer/occupational skin diseases  (as a joint SC “Radiation and OED” initiative). Both, F Gobba and SM John, will argue for it at the ICOH midterm meeting in Spring 2017 in Florence.
Joint publication/statement: See item 5. SM John adds that he has prepared a draft form, which, when finalized, will hopefully be used in countries to notify patients with skin cancer to the respective authorities. It should be considered as a first step for raising awareness on the problem and for obtaining more notifications. Without notifications, there is no problem – so is the thinking of policy-makers. Thus the importance of notifying cases. This issue could be discussed jointly in Dublin 2018 at the meeting: What are the obstacles/barriers for notification? What could be changed and how? What kind of incentives would be useful?
Further scientific meetings: F Gobba reports that his SC plans to organize 2 meetings:   i) in Lima, Peru, on “risks of non-ionizing and ionizing radiation” in Spring 2017; and 

ii) in Malta on electromagnetic fields. For i) the challenge will be language since not all participants are familiar with English. 
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